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each line by dividing the length of 
each line in inches by 96. Round any 
remainder up.  
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 Stakes  

 String Line 

 Marking Paint 

 Hammer 

 Tape Measure  

 Shovel 

 Post Hole Digger 

 Digging Bar  

 Nail Gun 
 

 Circular Saw 

 Drill 

 Pencil  

 Wheelbarrow  

 4’ Level 

 

Tools Needed  

� 

you dig.  ( Utah 1-800-662-4111) 

� Check local HOA and zoning laws 
which may regulate the height and 
placement of your fence. 

� Apply for local permits as directed 
by local code 

� 
eyes and ears. 

Before you begin 
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Step 1: Determine install method 

1. Step Method: This method gradually “steps” up the slope and the rails remain  
level. This may leave 
gaps under the fence. 
The downhill post will  
need to be set  taller. 
Longer posts may be 
required. When laying 
out the fence post 
spacing measure on a 
level line from one post to another. 

2.  Following the 
Grade: This method 
follows the grade or 
slope with the rails 
parallel to the ground. 
The post spacing may 
need to be reduced to 
avoid rails being too 
short because of the angle.  

3. This fence 

to a different height. 
Horizontal post spacing 
will need to be reduced. 
Pickets will need to be 
cut to height. 
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pins so that stakes will not be disturbed when digging holes and approx. 
4-5 inches inside of property pins to insure no encroaching of neighbors 

Notes: Laying out posts 96” 
96” cen-

ters. However, post layout should not exceed 99“ 
90”(68 x 12”=816 / 

9”) on center. 

2. 
string every 96”  3” 
in from the string to mark center of hole. 

Step 2: Stake and String 

Fig. 1 
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*Notes:  I

be 77” high. Then string a line from the top of  these posts and set the remainder of the posts to 
the height of the string. (see fig. 4) 

Step 4: Set Posts 

1. Plumb and level each post to the string  line us-
ing a post level or 4’ level* Make sure that the 
posts are next to but not pushing the string line. 
Fill the hole with concrete and brace if necessary 

-
48 hours (depending on temperature) before    
building.  

This line is pulled 

posts to set line post 

is pulled to keep the 
post in line. 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

Step 3: Dig Holes  
1. Dig the holes for the posts making sure not to disturb the 

stakes for the string. The string may be removed and replaced 
12” 

diameter and 24” deep (depending on local codes). Holes 
should be dug so that they allow equal amounts of 
concrete on all sides of posts. (See fig. 2) Fig. 2 
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1. Cut and bevel the tops of 
the posts. If posts are not set 
to height mark all end, cor-

77”  above grade and string a 
line from these posts (as 
shown in fig.4). Mark all 
posts and cut to the height 
of the string. Then bevel the 
top of each post as illustrat-
ed (see fig. 5). Measure 
down from the top of the 
post 1 1/8” and cut the top 
of the post at  a 45° using a 
circular saw.  

Fig. 5 

Step 5: Cut and Bevel Post 

1 1/8” 

77” 

45° 
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Step 6: Build Fence 

the full width of the post as this mark will also need to be seen when placing 
1x rails later. The top rail is located 2” below the bevel on the post. For addi-

3/4” 
1/2 “ below the bevel (this will give a 1” 
ets.) (See Fig. 6) 

Fig. 6 
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Fig. 8 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 9 

with fence brackets (see fig. 7) or by toe screwing  with 3 “ screws (see 
fig. 8). Inset rails 1” in from the edge of the  post.   

*Notes:  Holding the rail in place and marking both sides of the rails for cuts will in-
sure that the rails fit perfectly, especially when the fence is on a slope. (See fig. 9)  
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2” galvanized ring shank nail or 1 5/8” exte-

fastener with approximately a 3” gap between each picket (see fig. 10)*. Now 

 

Fig. 10 

*Notes:  The spacing between the pickets may vary depending on the post spacing. The last several 
pickets on the first layer should be laid up against the rails and evenly spaced to hide any variance  
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1/4” screw shank galvanized 
nails or 3” 

 

Fig. 12 
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Step 7: Build Single Gates 
 

Line up top rail with fence rail 

 
the ground to allow for clearance when  
opening  

Back View  
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3. Remove the gate from the opening and lay it flat on the 
ground and cut the 2x6 rails on both ends  flush with the pickets.  

allow for a 1/4” gap on the hinge side and a 3/4” gap  on the 
latch side.  

Notes: pickets will have to be cut for length 
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4. Add 2x4  cross members to the gate: 

A) 
from the hinge side running to the top of the gate to 
the latch side . (See fig. 13) 

B) The 2nd 2x4 will run along the latch side flush with 
the edge of the gate. (See fig.13) 

Fig. 13 
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to the 2x4 cross members (See fig 14) 

      
on each end of the gate where 
the 1x6 will be placed  

      C) Add a 1x6 to the top and 

2x4 top cap. 

      D) Bolt hinges  to the gate 
using 5/16 x 4” carriage bolts. 
If the gate swings out, the 
hinges will be mounted on the 
front.* 

Screw on the 2 X 4  top cap  

*Note: 
need to be added to the front 
side of the gate  (opposite the 

the gate swings out. This will 
place the latch out as far as the 
hinges, allowing the gate to close 

Fig. 14 
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6. Place the gate in the  opening on 1 1/2” blocks (and/or shims if 
needed). Line up the upper rail of the gate with the upper rails of the 
fence. Place the gate so there is an  even 3/4”  gap between the post 
on  the latch side and the gate panel. Mark the holes to pre-drill for 
5/16 x  4 1/2” lag bolts or 5/16 x 6” 
to the post. 
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Step 8: Build Double Gates 

Line up top rail with fence rail 

1/2” above the 
ground to allow for clearance when opening. 

1. . 

Back View 
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allow for 1/4”  gap between the post and the picket for hinges. 
Also be sure to allow a 1” gap in the center for the latch.  

1/4” gap                  1” gap              1/4” gap 

*Notes: pickets will have to be cut for length 
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3. Remove the gate from the opening and lay it flat on the 
ground . Cut  the 2x6 rails flush with the pickets  on both sides of 
the gate panels. 

Cut Flush 

Front View 
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4. Add 2x4 cross members to each gate panel: 

A) 
hinge side running to the top of the gate on the latch side. 

B) The 2nd 2x4 will run along latch side along the edge of the picket.  

How To Guide: 

Canyon Winds Fence 

Fence & Deck Supply 21



to the 2x4 cross members (See fig 15) 

      
each end of the gate where 
the 1x6 will be placed  

      C) Add a 1x6 to the top 

 

      D) Bolt the hinges  to the 
gate using 5/16 x 4 carriage 
bolts. If the gate swings out 
the hinges will be mounted 
on the front. 

Screw on the 2x  top cap  

Fig. 15 
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6. Place the gates in the opening on 1 1/2” blocks (and/or shims if 
needed). Line up the upper rail of the gates with the upper rails of 
the fence. Place the gates so there is an  even 1” gap between the 
gate panel. Mark the holes to pre-drill for 5/16 x 4 1/2” lag bolts or 
5/16 x 6”  
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Care And Maintenance 
� To keep your wood fence looking good, it is important that it is properly cared 

as well as a water repellant. 

� Generally a sealant with a pigment rather than clear will last longer and      

 

� Adjust sprinkler heads so they do not hit the fence directly, as this will cause 
hard water stains to appear on the fence. If staining does occur or if the fence 
becomes discolored for any reason, a high pressure washer with 3000 psi can 
be used to clean the fence. This will leave the fence looking new and ready for 
staining/sealing 

Contact us: 
Fence and  Deck Supply 

FenceAndDeckSupply.com 

Provo: 543 E. 600S.  

801-649-6603 

SLC: 2912 S. 460 W. 

801-997-9393 
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